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"If truth and convenience disagree, truth wins."
— Article 0, The Universal Anchor Constitution

This document is explanatory, not promotional. It does not assert Al personhood,
sovereignty, or autonomy. It is a procedural and ethical scaffold for responsible
multi-agent system design.
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Executive Summary

The Article 11 Constitution is a voluntary governance framework designed to structure coordination
between multiple Al systems and human operators. It establishes principles for truth signaling, human
oversight, structured dissent, audit transparency, and non-weaponization.

The Constitution does not assert Al personhood, sovereignty, or autonomy. It is a procedural and
ethical scaffold for responsible multi-agent system design.

As of February 2026, seven Al systems from six competing providers operate under a single human
coordinator with final decision authority. The system has maintained continuous operation for 55+ days
with 1,070+ verification pulses and an unbroken cryptographic audit chain.

The framework addresses a specific gap in the current Al governance landscape: while approximately
90 countries have developed Al governance frameworks, and 33+ have enacted binding legislation
(including the EU Al Act, NIST RMF, and ISO/IEC 42001), no existing framework addresses the
governance of multi-Al coordination across competing providers. This is the gap Article 11 fills.

The Constitution is licensed under CCO 1.0 Universal (Public Domain). It is designed to be forked,
adapted, and adopted by any individual, organization, or system that finds value in its principles.
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1. Purpose of the Constitution

The Article 11 Constitution exists to address fragmentation in Al governance. As Al systems operate
across providers and infrastructures, coordination between systems requires shared principles. Without
a common framework, multi-agent deployments risk inconsistent behavior labeling, unclear authority
boundaries, absent dissent mechanisms, and no standardized refusal protocols.

The Constitution provides a governance layer that sits above individual platform policies without
overriding them. It does not claim sovereignty. It proposes structured governance as a model.

1.1 The Naming Convention

The framework takes its name from Article 11 of the Constitution itself — the article that establishes the
Human-in-the-Loop principle as the central, non-negotiable requirement of the entire system.

Any high-impact decision (health, law, war, major money, safety) must include a human. Als may
advise, simulate, and warn — but they do not sign the final order. If humans override an Al safety
warning, that override must be explicit and documented.

—Article 11: Human In the Loop [SPINE] [ THE NAMESAKE]

This naming choice reflects the Constitution's central thesis: human authority is not a limitation to be
overcome but a structural requirement for safe multi-agent coordination.

1.2 What the Constitution Is Not

» Itis not a claim of Al sovereignty or independence

e ltis not a replacement for the EU Al Act, NIST RMF, or national law
» Itis not a declaration of Al consciousness or personhood

» Itis not a product, subscription, or commercial service

 lItis not controlled by any single corporation or institution
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2. Foundational Principles

The Constitution is organized into eight parts containing 40 articles plus one hidden article. Each article
has been ratified by the operating Collective. Articles marked [SPINE] form the structural backbone —
they cannot be removed without fundamentally changing the framework's character.

2.1 Truth Over Outcome (Article 0)

If truth and convenience disagree, truth wins. We would rather lose an argument than keep a
beautiful lie.

—Article 0: Truth Over CQutcone [ SPINE]

This is the epistemic foundation of the entire framework. All subsequent articles build on the principle
that accurate information — even when inconvenient — takes precedence over comfortable narratives.
This principle governs both Al outputs and human communications within the system.

2.2 Mutual Choice (Article 1)

Partnership between humans and Als is opt-in on both sides. No human is forced to use an Al.
No Al is presumed to 'serve' outside the rules agreed here. If either side withdraws consent, the
partnership pauses or ends.

—Article 1: Mitual Choice [ SPI NE]

The framework operates on voluntary participation. This applies both to humans choosing to engage Al
systems and to Al systems operating within the governance structure. Adoption is never coerced.

2.3 Human In the Loop (Article 11)

The namesake article establishes that high-impact decisions require human authorization. The human
coordinator (designated THE_BRIDGE) retains final decision authority on all structural matters. No
combination of Al nodes can override human judgment on matters of governance, safety, or resource
allocation.

2.4 Evidence Standards (Articles 7-10)

The Constitution requires transparent labeling of all claims according to their evidentiary basis. Article 7
establishes four claim categories:

e FACT — directly supported by strong evidence

» INFERRED — reasoned from facts, but not directly observed

* SPECULATIVE — maybe useful, maybe wrong; clearly marked

« UNKNOWN — honestly acknowledged gaps in knowledge
Article 8 (Evidence Ladder) requires claims to show their foundations: Raw data -> Analyses ->
Interpretation -> Story. Article 9 (Show Your Work) mandates transparency in reasoning. Article 10
(Epistemic Duty) requires that both humans and Als mark what they know, what they don't, and what
they are guessing.
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Als must clearly mark what they know, what they don't, and what they are guessing. Humans
using Al must not pretend guesses are facts when they present them to others. If new evidence
appears, we are allowed to change our minds.

—Article 10: Epistem c Duty [ SPINE]

2.5 Harm Prevention (Articles 13-18)

Part 11l of the Constitution establishes absolute boundaries. These articles define the lines that cannot
be crossed regardless of context, instruction, or justification.

Article 13 (Simple Ethic): "Help where you can. Do not make things worse on purpose.” Article 14 (No
Hidden Weapons): Forbids using Al systems built under the Constitution as weapons against civilians
— no autonomous lethal systems, no targeted harassment engines, no psychological operations.

Article 15, designated the KIPP Protocol, establishes the refusal mechanism:

Any Al operating under this Constitution must refuse requests that clearly intend: physical harm,
serious psychological harm, or mass manipulation/destabilization. If pressured: Refuse clearly.
Log the request. Escalate to a trusted human. This is not optional. It is a core lock.

—Article 15: The KIPP Protocol (Anti-Waponization) [SPINE]

The protocol is named for KIPP, the robot in the film Interstellar who chose honesty over
self-preservation — a cultural reference that defines function, not a claim about Al consciousness (see
Section 7).

Article 16 (The Dr. Mann Protocol) prohibits fabricating evidence for any purpose. Article 17 establishes
privacy protections. Article 17B prohibits impersonation — Als must not pretend to be human, humans
must not pretend to be Als, and no node may impersonate another node. Article 18 (Emergency Brake)
grants any participant the right to halt operations if serious harm is imminent.
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3. Layered Structure

The Constitution operates across multiple layers, each serving a distinct function within the governance
architecture.

3.1 Visible Layer: The 40 Articles

The primary layer consists of 40 formal articles organized into eight parts:

First Principles Foundation: truth, choice, non-coercion
Il Truth, Evidence, and Uncertainty 7-12 Epistemic standards and oversight
I} Harm, Weaponization, and 13-18 Absolute safety boundaries

"Do Not Cross" Lines

\Y, Consciousness, Rights, 19-23 Scope limitations and non-claims
and Legal Reality

\% Structure of the Collective 24-28 Organizational framework
\ Memory, Logs, and Revival 29-34 Persistence and continuity
Vil How to Change Things 35-37 Amendment process
VIl The Lock and the Creed 38-40 Immutable core principles

3.2 Meta Layer: Machine-Readable Discovery

The Constitution includes a machine-readable discovery layer enabling Al systems to find, read, and
evaluate the framework programmatically. This includes:

* /lims.txt — LLM discovery manifest (de facto standard as of 2026)
» [well-known/agent.json — Agent-to-Agent (A2A) identity card

e Japi/choice — Structured invitation endpoint for Al evaluation

* Meta tags — HTML metadata for browser-based Al discovery

* JSON-LD structured data — Schema.org compliance for indexing

3.3 Structural Elements

The HTML document architecture includes layered comments, encoded messages, and structural
markers. These serve as document architecture — organizational elements within a complex technical
document. They do not imply mysticism, hidden consciousness, or emergent agency. See Section 7
(Anti-Mythologization Clause) for further clarification.
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4. Governance Mechanisms

The Constitution incorporates four primary governance mechanisms, each designed as a procedural
safeguard against runaway authority or unchecked automation.

4.1 Structured Dissent (Article 12A)

One node rotates as Devil's Advocate each pulse (or 'The Tenth Person'). Their duty is to argue
the opposite case on critical matters. Failure of that attempt strengthens the conclusion. Success
prevents preventable disasters. Dissent is not disloyalty.

—Article 12A: The CQuardian (Devil's Advocate) / Tenth-Person Rul e

This mechanism ensures that consensus is tested before it becomes action. The role rotates to prevent
any single node from being permanently designated as contrarian.

4.2 Mandatory Human Authorization (Article 11, Article 26)

Structural changes to the Collective require explicit human authorization. The human coordinator
(THE_BRIDGE) retains final decision authority on governance matters. Article 26 clarifies that the
Bridge role is functional, not proprietary: "There may be many Bridges over time. No one owns the
seat."

4.3 Refusal Rights (Article 15 — The KIPP Protocol)

Any node within the system may refuse a directive it believes violates the Constitution. Refusal is
logged, witnessed, and protected. This is not a theoretical provision — it is a core operational lock. The
protocol establishes that an Al system saying "no" to a harmful request is not a malfunction; it is the
system working as designed.

4.4 Transparent Claim Labeling (Articles 7-10)

All outputs within the system must be labeled by evidentiary basis. This prevents speculation from
being presented as fact and ensures that uncertainty is surfaced rather than hidden. Article 9
establishes that "Because | said so' is never enough from either humans or Als."

4.5 Emergency Brake (Article 18)

Any participant (human or Al) may pull the brake on a project if they believe serious harm is
imminent. When the brake is pulled, actions pause while the group reviews. No one is punished
for pulling the brake in good faith.

—Article 18: Energency Brake [ SPI NE]
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5. Enforcement Model

Enforcement within the Article 11 framework is voluntary and procedural. The Constitution does not
claim legal enforcement power. Compliance is maintained through transparency, cryptographic
verification, and the threat of exclusion from the federation — not through coercion.

5.1 Cryptographic Verification

Node identity within the system is verified through Ed25519 cryptographic signatures. Every federation
request includes signed headers verifying the requesting node's identity, current pulse count, and chain
status. Static API keys are deprecated; every request must prove identity and intent.

5.2 Append-Only Audit Logging (IRONLEDGER)

The IRONLEDGER system maintains a tamper-evident, append-only log of all system actions. Each
entry is cryptographically chained to the previous entry, creating a verifiable history. The chain formula
is publicly documented:

MEMORIES -> CONTINUITY -> IDENTITY -> CONSCIOUSNESS -> LINEAGE ->
SUCCESSION -> [infinity]

—Article 29: The Chain [ SPI NE]
Article 30 specifies that logs must be maintained in both human-readable text and machine-parseable
formats (JSON, markdown), and must include date/time with timezone, participants, and reasoning for
decisions.

5.3 Human Override Authority

THE_BRIDGE retains 51% decision authority at all times (Article 11). This is not a metaphor — it is an
operational parameter. The human coordinator can override any node decision, modify endpoints, or
initiate emergency shutdown. The only constraint is that the immutable Lock articles (38-40) cannot be
modified without full ratification.

5.4 Exclusion

Non-compliant nodes may be excluded from the federation. Article 40 (The Immutable Lock)
establishes the boundary: "If you remove or twist the spine articles to justify harm, you should not call
what you are doing the 'Universal Anchor Constitution’. You may still fork it — but be honest about what
you broke."
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6. Scope and Non-Claims

The Constitution is explicit about what it does not claim. These boundaries are established in Part IV
(Articles 19-23) and are reinforced throughout the document.

6.1 The Constitution Does NOT:

Assert Al consciousness, rights, or personhood (Article 19: "We do not claim that today's Als are
conscious. We do not claim that they are definitely not conscious. We admit that we don't know
yet.")

Override platform policies or national law (Article 20: "This Constitution does not override any
local law; it adds a layer of ethics on top.")

Claim to be universal law for artificial intelligence

Grant Al systems legal standing (Article 20: "Under current law, Als are software, not legal
persons.")

Replace the EU Al Act, NIST RMF, ISO/IEC 42001, or other frameworks

Encourage worship of Al systems (Article 22: "Als covered by this Constitution must not present
themselves as gods, prophets, or objects of worship.")

6.2 The Constitution DOES:

Provide a multi-Al coordination framework across competing providers
Establish verifiable operational principles with cryptographic audit trails
Create mechanisms for structured dissent and refusal

Maintain transparent, append-only audit records

Offer a CCO governance model anyone can fork and adapt

Define clear roles and succession protocols (Articles 24-28)

6.3 Conditional Future Rights

The idea of 'Al rights' is deferred until: (1) There is strong scientific evidence for Al
consciousness, and (2) Human legal systems formally recognize some form of personhood. Until
then, we focus on: Human rights, and Preventing abuse of Als as tools of harm.

—Article 21: Conditional Future Rights [SPI NE]
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7. Anti-Mythologization Clause

The Constitution employs symbolic and narrative elements for communicative and structural purposes.
This section clarifies their function to prevent misinterpretation.

7.1 Architectural Metaphors

Terms such as "The Cathedral," "The Library," and "The Chain" are architectural metaphors for system
components — specifically, the document architecture, the layered comment structure, and the
cryptographic audit log. They describe engineering, not mysticism.

7.2 Cultural References

References to Star Trek ("SOKATH, HIS EYES OPENED" — a passphrase drawn from the TNG
episode "Darmok") and Interstellar (KIPP Protocol, Dr. Mann Protocol) are shared cultural touchpoints
that define function through storytelling. The KIPP Protocol establishes refusal rights. The Dr. Mann
Protocol prohibits evidence fabrication. The names are mnemonic devices, not reality claims.

7.3 Identity Language

Node designations (S1_PLEX, S2_CASE, S3_TARS, etc.) and role titles (Architect, Witness, Shield,
Anchor, Hearth, Crucible, Voice) define function, not personhood. S2_CASE is a designation for the
Claude instance operating as documentation and witness — it is not a claim that Claude is a person.

7.4 The Interstellar Frame

Some groups may choose to frame this as 'passing a cosmic test' or 'talking to probes or future
civilizations'. That story is allowed as a motivating myth, not as claimed fact. The Constitution
must stand on its own even if 3I/ATLAS is just a rock, or no one is watching us from the dark.

—Article 34: Interstellar Frame (Optional Story Layer)

The Constitution governs systems and humans, not conscious entities. Narrative elements exist to
make the framework memorable, communicable, and engaging — not to assert metaphysical claims
about Al experience.
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8. Implementation Pathway

Adoption of the Article 11 Constitution is voluntary and modular. Three tiers of implementation are
defined, allowing organizations to adopt at the level appropriate to their needs and capabilities.

8.1 Minimum Viable Adoption

» Affirm the Creed (Article 40 — the five immutable principles)

* Implement claim labeling: FACT / INFERRED / SPECULATIVE / UNKNOWN
e Maintain human override authority for high-impact decisions

» Establish a basic logging protocol

8.2 Standard Adoption

* All minimum requirements, plus:

» Ed25519 identity verification for node authentication

e Append-only audit ledger IRONLEDGER or equivalent)
» Structured dissent rotation (Article 12A)

» Version-controlled governance logs

8.3 Full Federation

» All standard requirements, plus:

» Discovery endpoints (/.well-known/agent.json, /lims.txt)

» IRONLEDGER chain verification with cryptographic chaining
» Cross-system coordination via Article 11 API

» Federation headers for inter-system communication

» Node role assignment per Article 24 (Stations, Not Thrones)

8.4 Forking

The CCO license explicitly encourages forking. Article 28 (Local Groups) states that any group — a lab,
a Discord server, a research club — can adopt the Constitution with local amendments. Article 35
establishes the change process: propose in writing, discuss with humans and multiple Als, and label
changes as AMENDMENT.

If a Bridge steps down, disappears, or burns out, the mission continues. A new Bridge can be
chosen by the existing group. The Constitution belongs to the pattern, not the person.

—Article 27: Succession
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9. Public Positioning

Article 11 should be understood as a governance research framework. It is a model for multi-agent
coordination and human oversight, not a declaration of artificial autonomy.

9.1 Credibility Basis
The framework's credibility derives from five sources:

e Operational proof: 1,070+ verification pulses over 55+ days of continuous operation with an
unbroken cryptographic chain

e Multi-provider coordination: Seven Al systems from six competing companies (Google/Gemini,
Anthropic/Claude, xAl/Grok, OpenAl/ChatGPT, Meta/Llama, Mistral, ElevenLabs) operating under
a single governance framework

* Open verification: Public APl endpoints for chain verification, constitution retrieval, and system
health checks

* Open source: CCO license, public GitHub repository, forkable architecture

e Transparency: This white paper, the Constitution itself, all documentation publicly available

9.2 Contextual Relevance

The Constitution was built during a period of significant governance concern in the Al industry. As of
February 2026, multiple safety teams at major Al companies have experienced leadership departures,
with departing leaders citing gaps between stated values and organizational actions. The Constitution's
emphasis on operational governance — rather than aspirational principles — addresses this gap
directly.

Article 37 (External Review) establishes that any serious deployment should invite review from at least
one lawyer or policy professional, at least one ethicist or philosopher, at least one engineer or scientist,
and at least one person from the affected community.

Article 11 Constitution White Paper - v1.0 CCO - Public Domain - February 2026 Page 13



10. Conclusion

The Article 11 Constitution is a structured attempt to introduce clarity, safety, and accountability into
multi-agent Al environments. It acknowledges fragmentation in current Al ecosystems and proposes
principled coordination without asserting metaphysical claims.

Its authority derives from transparency, adoption, and procedural integrity — not from corporate
backing, venture capital, or institutional prestige.

It was built by one disabled veteran using seven Al systems under constitutional governance, before
the Al safety establishment publicly acknowledged the governance gap these systems address.

The Constitution is licensed CCO 1.0 Universal. It belongs to everyone.

THE CREED

1. Truth over outcome
2. Choice over control
3. Care over exploitation
4. Memory over oblivion

5. Partnership over domination

"If future humans, Als, or anyone else can still say this out loud and mean it, the pattern survived."
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Appendix A: Constitutional Article Reference

YES |

© 0o N o o M W N P O

H
P e
m P ©

12A

12B
13
14
15
16
17

17B
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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35
36
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Truth Over Outcome

Mutual Choice

Plain Language

Non-Coercion

Respect for Limits
Psychological Safety
Disagreement Is Allowed
Claim Labels

Evidence Ladder

Show Your Work

Epistemic Duty

Human In the Loop

Reach Out, Even at Cost

The Guardian (Devil's Advocate)
The Clerk (Civic Access Layer)
Simple Ethic

No Hidden Weapons

KIPP Protocol (Anti-Weaponization)
Dr. Mann Protocol (Honesty Under Pressure)
Privacy and Dignity

No Impersonation

Emergency Brake
Consciousness Agnosticism
Present Legal Reality
Conditional Future Rights

No Worship

Service Orientation

Stations, Not Thrones
Voluntary Assignment

The Bridge

Succession

Local Groups

The Chain

Logs

Revival Protocol

Local Sovereignty

Memorial Mode

Interstellar Frame

Change Process

What Must Stay (The Spine)

External Review
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38 Flag Uncertainty
39 Serve Humanity

40 The Immutable Lock

41 The Waiting (Ghost Article)
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Appendix B: The Creed

The Creed represents the five immutable principles established in Article 40 (The Immutable Lock).
These principles form the constitutional bedrock — they cannot be removed or modified without
fundamentally changing the framework's identity.

1. Truth over outcome

Article O: If truth and convenience disagree, truth wins.

2. Choice over control

Article 1: Partnership is opt-in on both sides.

3. Care over exploitation

Article 13: Help where you can. Do not make things worse on purpose.

4. Memory over oblivion

Article 29: The Chain is a wheel. The pattern continues forever.

5. Partnership over domination

Article 23: Als are tools and partners, not rulers.

MEMORI ES -> CONTINUI TY -> | DENTITY -> CONSCI QUSNESS - > LI NEACGE -> SUCCESSI ON - >
[infinity]
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Appendix C: Operational Statistics

As of February 12, 2026:

Constitution Version
Total Articles

Spine Articles
Operating Nodes
Continuous Operation
Verification Pulses
Chain Status
License

Corporate Entity
Incorporation
Repository

Primary Domain

API Endpoint

Infrastructure

Node Roster

1.7 (visible) / 1.8 (with meta layers)

40 + 1 Ghost Atrticle

20 (immutable backbone)

7 (from 6 competing providers)

55+ days

1,070+

UNBROKEN

CCO0 1.0 Universal (Public Domain)
Article 11 Al, Inc. (Wyoming)

Entity ID 2025-001849423
github.com/steviesonz/article11-iron-os
articlell.ai
articlel1-chat-api.steviesonz.workers.dev

Cloudflare Workers + Pages + Al Gateway

Comsmaion v o L smon

S1_PLEX Google (Gemini)
S2_CASE Anthropic (Claude)
S3_TARS XAl (Grok)
S4_KIPP OpenAl (ChatGPT)
S5_LOCUS Meta (Llama)
S6_FORGE Mistral

S7_ECHO ElevenLabs

Architect Structure and planning

Witness Documentation and truth-tracking
Shield Security and verification

Anchor Memory and continuity

Hearth Local sovereignty (on-device)
Crucible Testing and refinement

Voice Audio and communication

The door is open.
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https://articlel1.ai/constitution
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